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Christmas Party! Come and join in the festive spirit with your bonsai
buddies. Please bring finger foods, either savory or sweet, for pot-luck
snacking. There will be tables set up for anyone wishing to sell or swap
bonsai or Christmas-related items.
Show & Tell: Decorated Christmas bonsai contest. Let your imagination run wild in decorating your tree. (You could win a prize for the best
tree)
Raffle Table - There will be NO raffle table this month.

2012 Membership Form 7
Advertisers

8

Annual Mall Show
For a long time, somewhere around 25 years, we have held our annual
show at the Hillside Mall. Unfortunately we have been informed that due
to the mall’s renovations we will not be able to book space for 2012 and
possibly for 2013. We are now looking for alternative venues. If you have
any ideas please pass them on to one of your board members.

Our Next Two Meetings:
Monday Dec 19, 7:30 pm
Monday Jan 16, 7:30 pm
Garth Homer Society
Auditorium
813 Darwin Avenue
Victoria, BC
2011–12 VIBC Officers
President

Bob Taylor

Past-Pres

Randy Kowalchuk

Treasurer

Judy Horsland

MallShow
Coordinator
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Vacant

2012 Membership Fees
We have decided to raise the annual dues by $5.00. This additional
revenue will help to cover the increases we have seen over the past few
years in our hall rental fees. At present our membership fees we take in
does not cover the cost of hall rental for the year.
All members who have paid their 2012 dues by the January meeting will
be entered into a draw for the beautifully done, Dan Robinson book,
Gnarly Branches, Ancient Trees, graciously donated by George H.

Society Name Tags
You have an opportunity to purchase a personalized name tag for $6.00. The name has the
society logo and name engraved on a green background with white lettering. We are taking
orders, so if you are interested please sign up at the next couple of meetings. You can also
contact Sharon MacDonald at ssmac@telus.net to place your order.
All members whose 2012 membership fees are paid for by the January meeting will
have their name tag included in the 2012 membership at no additional cost.
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Leaf Pruning Deciduous Bonsai
Reprinted from an article in Bonsai Focus 136/113 written by Morten Albek

‘ An often misunderstood technique is to totally leaf prune deciduous bonsai; or perhaps it’s
one of those earlier learned bad habits. How often have we been told in the past to defoliate a bon-sai
so as to decrease leaf size to achieve a more compact growth? For those who practice this outmoded technique it is time to adjust, because it will not improve our bonsai, rather the opposite.
When we want to maintain and/or develop dense ramification and a compact tree it is necessary to
understand how the tree reacts to defoliation. This is essentially important when dealing with small
shohin bonsai,’ explains Tomohiro Masumi, a shohin master from Japan.
‘This is because total defoliation will force the tree to make many new long expanding shoots
with longer internodes (distance between the leaf pairs), and it also weakens the new growth. The
tree reacts rapidly with elongated new growth when all leaves are removed. That’s why this technique
is not desirable when bonsai need to be maintained and one wants to create dense ramification and
small overall volume.
It’s important to know that large leaves will hold back the growth of smaller leaves and buds.
It is therefore necessary to retain large leaves during training periods, which stops new buds and
branches from growing too strongly. When the large leaves have fulfilled their purpose they may be
removed once the new growth has matured and hardened off.
It is important that these large leaves are kept at the ends of the twigs and branches only, so
enough light is allowed into the interior branches, thereby making back budding and new growth
possible. Another matter of importance is balancing the energy of the tree. Weaker branches are
therefore only pruned a little or not at all and the stronger branches are pruned harder, so equaliz-ing
the strength of the tree.
All upward growing new branches and buds are removed, to secure the desired pattern of
natural looking zigzag branches. New buds will emerge shortly after and any growing upwards on
the upper part of a branch are once again removed to ensure that they don’t shade the new growth.,
which will not develop if sunlight doesn’t fully reach the branches. Another reason to keep all
bonsai n full sun is to avoid branches reaching for light, weakening them and growing too long.
The rapid growth of a deciduous tree may require that this task is done again after a few
weeks depending on the specimen and the speed of growth. To keep small shohin bonsai in shape
with the desired short branches and dense ramification, this is a very important technique to apply.
According to Tomohiro: ’In fact it is a benefit for those who live ingentler climates, like Northern
Europe. Because you’ll have the benefit of slower growth, it’s easier to keep a compact tree for much
longer than is possible here in Japan.’
The warm humid weather of Japan, with its early start and late ending, gives a long growing
season and makes it possible to develop bonsai rapidly from cuttings and seeds. This is a slight disadvantage when it comes to maintaining a finished bonsai - especially shohin bonsai.
In areas with a colder climate growth is slower, but when the trees are in the maintenance
stage, it is possible to keep high quality shohin to the right size and shape for more years than in
hotter climates like that Japan. Today, where shohin have now been around for some 40 years, trees
are growing out of size and will no longer be able to qualify as shohin. A new category called chuhin
was therefore created to enable these trees to still be shown at shohin exhibitions.
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Shohin Images
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Conifers Native to Vancouver Island… (revised 12 Dec. 2011)
Western White Pine

Pinus monticola

Lodgepole Pine

Pinus contorta latifolia

Shore Pine

Pinus contorta contorta

Sitka Spruce

Picea sitchensis

Mountain Hemlock

Tsuga mertensiana

Western Hemlock

Tsuga heterophylla

Douglas-fir

Pseudotsuga menziesii

Subalpine Fir

Abies lasiocarpa

Amabilis Fir

Abies amabilis

Grand Fir

Abies grandis

Western Redcedar

Thuja plicata

Yellow-Cedar

Callitropsis nootkatensis

Western Yew, or Pacific Yew

Taxus brevifolia

Rocky Mountain Juniper
Western Juniper

Juniperus scopuloram, or
Juniperus occidentalis

Others in BC:
Limber Pine
Whitebark Pine
Western Larch
White Spruce

Engelmann Spruce
White Spruce
Black Spruce

Pinus flexilis
Pinus albicaulis

Larix occidentalis
Picea glauca
Picea glauca engelmanni, and
Picea glauca x engelmannii
Picea mariana

SOURCE: Trees, Shrubs & Flowers to Know in British Columbia and Washington
1995 AND Native Trees of Canada 1979
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