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Next Society meeting: Monday, October 21st 2013 

Show & Tell: Bring your trees in glorious Fall colour, or trees, 

now leafless, that reveal their branch structure. 

Demonstration: After repotting his pine, Mark will continue 

working on this tree, this month demonstrating needle 

plucking (sounds a little odd, doesn’t it?). 

Raffle table:  Please bring in your donations to support the 

Society … bonsai books, trees and accessories – all welcome! 

Nikkei Society’s 14th Annual Japanese Cultural Fair – always 

fun!  Immerse yourself in Japanese culture … See the notice in 

this Newsletter. 

VIBS Annual Auction – ordinarily an August event, the always 

popular 50/50 auction is scheduled for our November 

meeting.  This is a great opportunity to find some bonsai stock 

at what are famously low prices!  Half the proceeds to the 

club. 

Volunteers – over the coming months we will be looking for 

volunteers to assist with the 2014 Convention.  Please step 

forward and volunteer as we post our needs at the meetings. 

                

2012 – 13 VIBS Officers 

President: Mark Paterson 

Vice President: Vacant 

2014 Convention: Bob 

Taylor 

Treasurer: Larry Phillips 

Secretary: Tibby Solloway 

Librarian: Kathi Morrison 

Newsletter& Website: John 

Mitchell 

 

(L) Maurice with his apple tree 

 
(R) Bob talking trees 
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2013 PNBCA Annual Convention in Spokane 

The Pacific Northwest Bonsai Clubs Association includes clubs from British Columbia, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, 

and Washington.  The purpose of the PNBCA is to share information among the member organizations and to 

facilitate and promote a yearly (after 2014, biennial) Bonsai Conference. 

Our club, VIBS, will be hosting the 2014 Convention, to be held at the Harbour Towers Hotel, October 3 & 4, 

2014.  It will be the fourth PNBCA convention that this club has hosted. The following convention will be held 

in Seattle in 2016. 

This year the convention was held at the Davenport Hotel in Spokane, September 19th – 22nd and was, in the 

opinion of all I’ve spoken to, a great success.  The hotel itself was sumptuous – likely the most elegant setting 

ever for a PNBCA convention.  At special rates ranging from $109 to $129 per night, it was an opportunity to 

enjoy a “Lifestyles” weekend surrounded by a wonderful group of bonsai nuts (a complimentary term!) 

There were workshops featuring large & small corkbark Japanese Black Pine, collected Hawthorn, “Evergreen 

Wisteria” (Millettia reticulata), Shimpaku juniper, Japanese maple, and collected Ponderosa Pine.  Artists in 

attendance were David DeGroot from the Seattle area (curator of the Pacific Rim Bonsai Museum), Michael 

Hagedorn & Ryan Neal from Portland and Robert Steven, a bonsai master from Indonesia. 

Over the next several newsletters I will include photos from the workshops in order to share some of what 

took place at “the Inland Empire” convention.  The Inland Empire website is worth a peek – the home page 

features a slide show of some of the trees on display:  http://www.inlandbonsai.com/ 

I think the most important impression I took away from this great event was how very worthwhile the 

convention experience is for those of us serious about the pursuit of the bonsai hobby.  I attended several 

workshops as a “silent observer” and was enthralled by the vast amount of information shared by the world-

class presenters in attendance.  The value of the hands-on educational opportunity in the workshop setting 

http://www.inlandbonsai.com/
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was brought home to me most convincingly.   I would strongly encourage the members of our club enroll in a workshop 

while we have the convention so conveniently close-by next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      … some of the display trees 



The Vancouver Island Bonsai Society                

N E W S L E T T E R 
 

The artists: 

David DeGroot 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Neil 
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The Artists (cont’d): 

Michael Hagedorn 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Steven 
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Japan Bonsai Moving Sale 
September 28th saw a fairly large contingent from our club make the trek to Surrey on one of the wettest days 

this fall for Tak’s “Enormous Moving Sale”.  Umbrellas were the order of the day, which made for interesting 

exhibitions of manual dexterity as we attempted to peek into foliage and evaluate nebari and branching as the 

rain did what it could to soak us thoroughly.  Sure saw a lot of nice trees … even bought some! 

 

Hundreds of Tsukumo cypress (Chamae-

cyparis pisifera ‘Tsukumo’) in Tak’s back 

lot. 

 

 

 

Mark & Tibby (VIBS) with Roger & David (Vancouver) 

         David & Barny talking Satsuki azaleas 

Gail trying to decide whether she will take them all 
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An important announcement: 

The Master Gardener Association has a meeting on Sunday, November 17.  Maurice Bombezin will be giving a 

presentation of basic bonsai techniques to their members. 

The Association would like to invite members of the Vancouver Island Bonsai Society to join them for coffee 

and snacks, and to listen to Maurice’s presentation.  

 The details are: 

Master Gardener Meeting 

Sunday, November 17, 2013 at 3:15 p.m. 

 at the Salvation Army Citadel, 4030 Douglas St. (off Mackenzie near the overpass) 

 3:15 pm       Coffee & snacks 

3:30 pm       Bonsai Inventory & Labeling Project for the new Bonsai Garden at HCP   (Nancy Keehr) 

3:45 pm       Introduction to Bonsai (Maurice Bombezin) for 45-60 mins.  

 

Most of us who know Maurice know what an excellent presentation is in store for this event! 

 

October/ November Bonsai Care 

Well … here we go … heading into the great unknown!  So far October has been treating us very well – so well, 

in fact, that I seem to be under some illusion that summer has just become a little foggier than usual.  I must, 

however, investigate that persistent pounding noise that’s beginning to rouse me from this delightful Indian 

summer nap I’ve been enjoying.  I fear that it might be that old spoilsport Mr Reality, pounding on the door 

with his none-too-subtle cudgel, trying his best to awaken me to the fact that weather here on the Wet Coast 

can change overnight into something my wee trees might find most unpleasant, indeed.  The high pressure 

system that seems stalled above us, and is keeping the cool, moist air (fog!) locked in, is bound to shift 

sometime soon (isn’t it?). Should things shift, and the Jet Stream (it’s on all the weather maps!) takes its usual 

hike to the south of us, I fear that the monsoons, or worse, will be upon us.  

I know you will all have moved your more tender trees to ground level, and will have mulched, or otherwise 

insulated them (especially Wisteria, Trident maple, Dwarf pomegranate, Hardy fuchsia, some Cotoneaster, 

etc)  If you have any questions about plant hardiness check out your species online … and make sure the topic 

is bonsai, not landscape plants. 

Most of our conifers will overwinter without problems, even if left on bonsai stands or benches EXCEPT when 

we get the cold, dry outflow winds that spill down through the Fraser Valley and across the Salish Sea.   

Sprinkle a little 0-0-50 (Potassium sulphate) on the surface of the soil … it is a good late fall fertilizer & 

promotes plant vigour & disease resistance.  It also contain 18% Sulfur, a secondary nutrient. 
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Mark sent an interesting note last week that I’m going to squeeze in here at the risk of creating 

too large a newsletter file.  Mark writes:  
 

We (Anton, Peter, Peter, Gordon, Teauge and myself) went collecting at a mid-Island location last Saturday. 

 We went to a place Teague had spoken of at the last meeting.   

 

Driving up the mountain we saw several trees worthy of collection.  At 800 meters elevation, the trees in the 

ditch were a little nicer than the trees in the nurseries!  When we finally got above 1100 meters, the trees by the 

side of the road were really nice.  We parked near an area of recent logging activity. 

 

We passed a rocky outcrop when we were dropping our gear closer to the collection site.  There were a dozen 

collectible trees.  I quickly picked the fattest shortest-trunked tree I saw before anyone else was unloaded.  It 

was about 2 inches in trunk calliper, and less then 16 inches tall (but I will cut it to 6 inches.)  This turned out to 

be the smallest tree anyone collected all day. 

 

 

 

I found that I could pull a 3 foot tall tree with a 3 inch 

trunk out of the ground in 30 minutes.  I just had to be 

careful to take enough fibrous roots to ensure survival.  I 

wrapped it well it with some poly so the soil and roots 

didn't shift.  It took  a lot of time to walk it back to the 

truck - maybe 3 or 4 breaks per kilometre.  Ta da!   An awesome yamadori! 

 

I'm going to keep my collected tree in a sea soil bed until it breaks buds in 2015.  It is in full sun but slightly 

protected from wind.   
 

 

Yamadori collectors 
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Collecting Yamadori – continued: 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lifting a Shore pine 

Teague with a nice looking pine 

Ready for a ride home 
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Please don’t forget our friends at the local nurseries … many are having stock 

reduction sales now … a great time to bring home a tree or two … an investment 

in future bonsai! 

Russell Nursey: http://www.russellnursery.com/ 

Brentwood Bay Nurseries 
1395 Benvenuto Avenue, Brentwood Bay 

Tel: 250-652-1507 

Downsizing Plant Sale! 
SALE  ENDS  SUN. 27th OCTOBER 2013 

  

40% OFF SHRUBS (including Rhododendrons & Azaleas), PERENNIALS, SUCCULENTS, VINES, DOGWOOD TREES, 

JAPANESE MAPLES, POTS AND CONTAINERS. 

50% OFF ROSES and ALL OTHER TREES 

 

 Elk Lake Garden Centre 

… the 30% off Fall sale continues on shrubs, etc  

 

Check out GardenWorks in their several locations … Oak Bay, Blenkinsop & Colwood … there 

are always plants of interest to the bonsaist 

 

 

 

  

http://www.russellnursery.com/
tel:250-652-1507
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Natural nebari along Colquitz Creek 

Vancouver Island Bonsai Society 

Membership Renewal / 2013 Application Form 
 
 
I wish to renew my membership _____ or I wish to apply for membership ____ (new member)  
 
Attached is $25.00 for single membership ___ or attached is $30.00 for family membership ___ 
 
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

 
City, Province ___________________________________ Postal Code ______________________ 

 

Phone (Home) ________________________  Phone (Other) ___________________________ 

 
Please provide your e-mail address for information about various activities and notification of the  

 

posting of the Newsletter to the website:   ___________________________________________ 
 
 
If you are mailing this form, please mail to: 

 

Vancouver Island Bonsai Society 
Membership Coordinator 

PO Box 8674  
Victoria, BC 
V8W 3S2 

 


