The Vancouver Island Bonsai Society

NEWSLE]

| ER

May 2016

BONSAI SOCIETY

Inside!

Cowichan Valley Garder
Fair

VIBS Field Day

Last meeting

Kusamono

A Note from Maurice

2014 VIBS Officers
PresidentMark Paterson
Vice Presidentvacant

Past President: Bob Taylor
Treasurer: Larry Phillips
SecretaryJim Haskins
Door & Raffle &

Library Jim &athi Morrison
Newslette& Website John
Mitchell

Also; Maurice/ Bombezin
Randy Kowalchuk

Next Society meetingMonday, May 1&h, 2016
7:00 pmat Couvelier Pavilion, HCP

Scheduled Theme:Pots and colour theory

Show & TellBonsai in special pots & seasonal beauty
Activity: Pot Svap & Sale bring pots to sell or $$$ to buy!
Expert advice There is a standing invitation to all members t
bring in any tree that you waild like an opinion or adviaen ¢
tap into several hundred years of collective bonsai experien
Club activities:Pleaseshare your thoughts on activities tha
you woud like to see The Activities Calendar on the VI
webpage has been updated for 2016
http://www.victoriabonsai.bc.ca/bonsaiCalendar.htm

Raffle table Please consider bringing an item for the raffle
table- it is a good funetaiser for club events and this year
promises to be a very good year for special events.
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Last month ...


http://www.victoriabonsai.bc.ca/bonsaiCalendar.htm
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Lastmonth: Working on the Contributionnpject
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Pumicesource: Borden MercantileVictoria
| use this product in mixing bonsai soil
andknow that other members do too.

It's about $15 with taxfor 28.3liters ( 1
Cu. ft.)at Borden Mercantile in Victoria.

| use3 partspumiceto 2 parts screened
(1/8" - 1/4") red lava (my sources
Integrity on Keating Crossroatb 1 part
SeaSoil or compostdi/hemlock bark
mulch.

Others use additional additives like
activated charcoalTurface,coco coir and
shredded sphagnum mosslapanessoil
components have beome scarce, if not
unobtainable.
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David Whitaker of Nanaimo sent
this photo of a Creeping Alpia
Willow bonsai $alix mkamurana ¢
'‘Yezoalping. This alpine willow, % —
native to the mountains of ;
Hokkaido, Japan where its lew
growing habits especially adapts it
to life on rocky, windswept slopes.
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A Note from Maurice

The month of May is (in snview) the time when there is the most to say about
bonsai¢ new growth is at it's best. and how to deal with it.. many flowering
displays... problems with the onslaught dfugs... and disease! \&tering and
fertilizing even late rgotting is possible.. as well as making early cuttings and
more...

The attached pictures were taken early tmenth... They a@ and Chinese Wteria
& grafted Hawthorn

Wisteria chinensis

Best regards

Maurice

Grafted Hawthorn

Photos: Maurice B
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Kusamono Workshopwith Young Choby Tibby Solloway

It was an amazing weekend and
workshop, | was saosry for it to
come to an end...

CNRY ,2dzy3Qa 6Soahi

2 | Kusamonorefers to a Japanese

| botanical art that developed
alongside bonsaiKusamono are
8§ potted arrangements of wild grasses
QLRI and flowers in unique potsr trays
selected to suggestseason or place.

The name is composed of two Japanese charactérd NJadd 8 K & yhith
together suggest humble, everyday plan@riginally, thismame referred to the

small, potted grasses displayed next to bonsai as accent plduse recently,
creating Kusamono has developed into an art form of its own. Achelben
kusamono reflects the season in which it is displayed. Some compositions are
designed to include plants that will look good in several seasons. Besides the
season, a Kusamono should suggest a specific natural halsiieh as a wetland,
meadow or woodland. Whether using a single plant or a group of plants, there are
three basic stylesf planting: mossall, outof-pot, or in a container.

www.kusamonochoe.com/

Tibby attended this workshopresented by the West Coast Bonsai Society in
Vancouver. Young Choi was owarkshoptour of Americarcitieswith Vancouver
as her one Canadian stoplopefully, if she returns to the west coagte won't
miss the oppaunity to present her workshop heren the Island; a workshop
would likely be wellreceived, both within the bonsai community, and by others
like the Ikebanagroup andgardencrafters who appreciate Asian arts.


www.kusamonochoe.com/
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Kusamao (Cont'd)

Young Choi in the Bonsaia®len, HCP

Young Choi

Photos by Tibby and Young Ch



