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Next Society meetingMonday, Octdber 16th, 2017
7:00 pmat the Couvelier PavilionHCP

Scheduledactivity: Annual Bonsai Auctiol his is a much
anticipated yearly event that often proves the best source o
bonsai material for club members to be found on the 'south
Island’. Come prepared to invest in your hobby!

Expert advice There is a standing invitation to all members t
bring in any tree that you would like an opinion or advicezon
tap into years of collective bonsai experience.

Raffle table There will beno raffle tablethis month.

Left: Ginko biloba turning it's typical Falyellow.
Photo:Gary H.

Bonsai forest 17 Japanese mapleaAder palmatum

Photo: Gary H.
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October Greengs To All

The days seero be taking orthe aura of a rather glorious autummith only rather modest
rainfall to freshen up the local scene. More rain in the forecast but it isQatdber, after all.

At the September meatg three experienced embers sats a panel to discuskall fertilizing
and winter preparatiorof bonsai Maurice, Jim M and Bob T offered advice and fielded
guestions on theetopics.

It seems to be the usual
practice to fertilize with a 'zero
N' fertilizer such as-Q0-10
from late summeuuntil early
to-mid October, the thinking
being that Nitrogen would
encourage fresh green growth
that wouldn't have time to
‘harden off before the tender
new growth is lost tathe heavy [
frosts of late Fall and Winter.

There doesn't seem to be z
much ofanything amounting to
evidence that this is actually the case so this may be somedttiiatgardener'smyth'.

There are however,apparent benefits to adding phosphor(R, the second numbeand
potassium(K, the third numberas lateseason fertilizersMost of us growlemperate,
perennial tree specieas bonsai imighrainfall climatic conditionghat have an acidifying
effect on soils Acid soils are a requirement for success with Rhodos, Azaleasaithother
species. They arealcifuges; they 'hate'the mineralCalcium.Other trees used in bonsai
tolerate acidity to varying degree#cid sandy, loworganic bonsai soils witlow cation
exchange capacityan easily be depleted of Phosphorus andaBstum unlesthey are
replenished.Both are Major nutrients.Therefore, we fertilize.

Phosphorus
0 Responsible for the general health & vigour of a plant.
0 stimulates root development.
0 increasestslk & stem strength.
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Fertilizers- Phosphorus(cont'd)

iImproves flower production.

increased raistance to disease

o vital component of energgycle and essential component of DNA (& RNA).

o O

Potassium:
0 increases root growth and improves drought tolerance.
plays a major role in winter hardiness
helps buildcellulose &strengthensstems
Is important for activating enzymes that regulate growth.
aids in plotosynthesis & formation oftarches.
essential for translocation of sugars & starches.
maintains turgor the 'hydraulic pressure' that keeps cells, thus branchesetns,
strong
o interferes with the spread of disease & nematodes.

O OO O O O

In soils with higher organic matter P andadh be bound up in soil complexes and be
unavailable to plants.

Most plants have an association with fyaimycorrhiza Where the relationship dsts, the

plant roots, which are in close cohabitation with the fungal hyp{ig@ments) function very
much more efficientljpecause the hyphae increase the root surfacea enormously.
Mycorrhiza make P available by extracting it from the substrate (if it is present) and from the
soil solution. | think it is a good idea tmoculateone's bonsawith mycorrhiza. The product

by Mykein the green tub at garden cerdrsisformulated for trees. There are other sources,
especially online. Rhodos, azaleas atitr ericaceous plants don't respond to commercially
available products but associations do exist in regular garden situatibese ‘wild'
inoculationsmayoccur.

Acid soils can also impact the availability of other, sdaoynutrients likeCdcium,

Magnesium and Molybdenurso balanced fertilizers with secondary and micro nutrients are
useful. We often add an organic component, like 'sea soil' to moderate the growing
environmentand raise the cation exchange capacity (€&€oncept worth exploring!)

Part of the secret to healthy bonsai is learning as much as possible aboutoldtite
components of fertilizerplay in the maintenance of healthy trees. Learning about what
deficiency symptoms look like and remediesthem is sound hortultural practice for the
enhanced enjoyment of a unique horticultural specialty.
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Shore Pines
One of the classicaes for bonsai on the west coast of most afrth Ameriais the Shore

Pine¢ Pinus contorta contorta.

TheShorePine Bog Trathear Tofinasa sanctuary obonsatlike Shore pineanda positively
magical place to visitThis bog is within the Pacific Rim National Park and sofdudunds to
collectors. The entire area is in a sphagnum bog and access is via an 800 metre boardwalk t
sits atop the bog. Thescidicbogs are so nutrient poor that the trees have become twisted
and gnarled over hundreds of years aheé result is a fantasy land of wee trees and their
comanion speciesAdding to the fun was a notice posted in the parkingskyingthat a bear

had been frequenting the bog recently but we didn't have the pleasure of making its
aquaintince. Maybe next time!

Views of Shore Pine Bog Trail, October 2(

Photos: John M
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presents the |8th annual

Japanese Cultural Fair

Savour the wonderful tastes of Japan (including delicious sushi, bento
boxes and sweet manju desserts).

Experience demonstrations of ikebana, tea ceremony, bonsai, shodo,
and various martial arts.

Enjoy performances by Uminari Taiko, the Furusato Dancers, Satomi
Edwards (Koto), the VJHLSS Children’s Dance Group and Choir and
many more!

a 10am -4 pm
Saturday, October 21st, 2017

$ Esquimalt Recreation Centre
527 Fraser Street

5( A Free Family Friendly Event
{t Wi ith Kids Activity Area

e
£
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A Member'sGarden

Club membes Gay H. and JaniceB. have senphotos ofbonsai intheir transition to full fall
colour. Thank you for your contributionAfter an unfortunate incidentor two, involving
bonsai being stolerwe don't publish members last names unless by prior arrangement
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Goming Events..

October 16- Meeting Annual Auction

6:15 PM- Gates Open

6:30 PM- Registration of your items for sale begins
7:00 PM- Meeting Start

7:15 PM- Approximate start of Auction

October 21st

The 18thAnnual Nikkei Fall Fais coming to the Esquimalt Recreation Centre on October 21st
from 10am until 4pm. Several club members will be attending to a table and display of bonsa
as we have done for many yeanslark Ratersonwill be demonstrating bonsai techniquesa
seminar the will run from 11:45 AM SHARP to 12:10/R#vhission: FREE!

November20- Meeting
I aySgé LINPINIY Aad O06SAy3a LIXFYYSR F2NJ G§KAaA
Details to follow.

December 18 Meeting
Annual Christmas Social (Pot Luck Format)
Best Decorated Tree competition.

The Big Bonsai

Event of 2018 ... = 0
: This will be one not
another Convention _
: to miss!
in Portland!

It was announced at the September meetithgt plans ag¢ being made to charter a
bus to this event in PortlandThe figure of $1500 per person was mentioned at the
last meeting. Stay tuned for more information and watch for sigrsheets.



